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The NCW also found that governments may be underestimating the level of 

concern and knowledge Canadians have about poverty.  Over 5,000 individual 
Canadians and more than 400 organizations responded to the NCW’s 
questionnaire on poverty and income security.  Across diverse demographic and 
income groups, respondents strongly agreed that governments should put a higher 
priority on fighting poverty and on the practical ways to do it.  This does not 
surprise the Council.  Two comprehensive NCW reports in 2006 showed that our 
tattered patchwork of programs is not working.  The risk of poverty among children 
and working-age adults has remained stubbornly high over the last 25 years in 
Canada and some of the income losses for people living in deepest poverty have 
been staggering.   
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The report and a background document with the statistical results of the questionnaire are 
available at http://www.ncwcnbes.net 
 
The National Council of Welfare is an independent body established to advise the federal 
Minister of Human Resources and Social Development on issues of importance to 
low-income Canadians. 
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